THE HUMAN RELATIONS FOUNDATION OF CHICAGO PRESENTS:

STRAIGHT TALK ABOUT RACE : WHAT POLITICAL CONVENTIONS AVOID AT ALL COSTS!

Y

ou are being invited to an "unconventional" dialogue
on Race and the Creative Imagination. This discussion
has two basic premises: all participants want to advance
racial healing in America, and novelists and playwrights,
because they create characters of another race, have to
look deeper into themselves on the subject. Although I am
not a novelist, I bring a long-standing commitment to this
issue. The future of our country depends on our ability to
speak candidly, to continue to move toward what the civil
rights movement initiated - a spiritually transformed
America.
The purpose of this discussion is to see if we can get the
dialogue on race to a deeper, more creative level- less
rhetorical, more personal, more accessible to more
people because of its openness and multilayered quality.
I hope you can join us.

Bill Bradley

F

or too long, society has discussed poverty and racism
as though they were the same, interchangeable. They
are not. Poverty is an economic-rnndition. Racism is the
reflection of one's learned attitude or behavior toward
different physical characteristics . Our inability or unwillingness to separate the two issues has severely limited our
ability to solve the effects of either.
Eradication of both requires often interdependent but
different strategies . The time has come to separate the
two issues so that we can determine the appropriate
strategies . This "unconventional" conversation begins
that process - simply bringing people of different racial,
ethnic and religious backgrounds together to start this
much needed national dialogue.

Clarence Wood
President
Human Relations Foundation of Chicago

Moderator:
Senator Bill Bradley

United States Senator, New Jersey

Participants:
Toni Morrison

Sandra Cisneros

Winner of the Nobel Prize in literature, Pulitzer
Prize, and National Book Critics Circle Award for
Beloved and Song of Solomon
Award winning poet and author of Woman
Hollering Creek and House on Mango Street

Richard Ford

Pulitzer Prize winning author of Independence Day

Cornel West

Harvard Professor and author of Race Matters

Garrett Hongo

Award winning author of two poetry collections,
Yellow Light and The River of Heaven, and a recent
memoir Volcano

David Henry Hwang

Award winning playwright of M. Butterfly

Bharati Mukherjee

Winner of National Book Critics Circle Award for

The Middleman and Other Short Stories

Tuesday,August27, 1996
3:00 PM- 5:30 PM
Simpson Theatre
Field Museum of Natural History
Roosevelt Road at Lake Shore Drive

Special Note: Space is limited. You must RSVP to reserve a seat. Call
312.456.7745 by August 22, 1996. No reservations will be token
after that date.
Doors open at 2:30 PM.

The Human Relations Foundation of Chicago is
dedicated to the eradication of racism , bigotry and
prejudice. The Foundation conducts research, makes
grants, stimulates partnerships and operates innovative
programs designed to bring about behavioral and
attitudinal change. It is a supporting organization of
The Chicago Community Trust.

